
Level 1 Photo Documentation of Stardust 
 
 Following the successful opening by Lockheed Martin personnel of the Stardust Sample 
Canister (SC) in the Class 100 cleanroom located in Building 31 of the Johnson Space Center 
(JSC), the Cometary/Interstellar Tray sandwich was transferred from the deck of the SC to the 
Tray Separation fixture (see pages 8 – 10 of the Tray Separation activities) that had been 
designed and built by JSC personnel. Once attached to the Tray Separation fixture, the tray 
separation post was loosened according to procedures and rotated from the vertical to 
horizontal positions, offering the Science Team members in the lab there first good look at the 
Cometary Tray and cometary aerogel. 
 After the Science Team spent a half hour or so looking things over, a professional NASA 
photographer — who had been documenting the process all day — set up his equipment and 
began taking single frame images of each cell on the Cometary Trays at approximately 5:08 pm 
on the afternoon of January 17. Over the next two hours, individual images were acquired of 
each cell on the cometary side of the collector sandwich, along with some stereo images of the 
Cometary Tray and a series of images of the tray periphery and frame on the side. These 
images are listed in the table below. 
 

Table 1. List of Cometary Tray cell number along with the resulting image 
of that cell acquired via the Level 1 photodocumentation. 

Cell Number Images Comments 
C2001 photo #8216 clear jsc2006e01543
C2002 photo #8215 clear jsc2006e01542
C2003 photo #8214 large track upper center jsc2006e01541

C2004 photo #8130, vertical cell, large 4 mm 
cavity in right lower corner 

jsc2006e01460

C2005 photo #8213 clear jsc2006e01540
C2006 photo #8212 small tracks lower 

center 
jsc2006e01539

C2007 photo #8211  jsc2006e01538
C2008 photo #8210  jsc2006e01537

C2009 photo #8209 clear jsc2006e01536
C2010 photo #8208  jsc2006e01535
C2011 photo #8207 many small surface 

features (maybe debris or little 
craters) 

jsc2006e01534

C2012 photo #8206 clear jsc2006e01533
C2013 photo #8115 jsc2006e01446
C2014 photo #8129, cell has a very large 

cavity on right hand edge 
jsc2006e01007

C2015 photo #8131 jsc2006e01461
C2016 photo #8198 clear jsc2006e01525
C2017 photo #8199 clear jsc2006e01526
C2018 photo #8200 clear jsc2006e01527
C2019 photo #8201 clear jsc2006e01528
C2020 photo #8202 clear jsc2006e01529
C2021 photo #8203 small feature dead 

center 
jsc2006e01530

C2022 photo #8204  jsc2006e01531
C2023 photo #8205 clear jsc2006e01532, 

jsc2006e01546
C2024 photo #8218 clear jsc2006e01545
C2025 photo #8217 milky white jsc2006e01544
C2026 photo #8106, cell contains a large 

cavity ~ 4 mm in diameter, 05:44 pm 
jsc2006e01437
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C2027 photo #8114, at least 2 carrot tracks 
in upper left 

jsc2006e01445

C2028 photo #8116 jsc2006e01447

C2029 photo #8128, aerogel has whitish 
tinge, some surface missing 

jsc2006e01459

C2030 photo #8132 jsc2006e01462
C2031 photo #8197 piece missing from left 

hand side 
jsc2006e01524

C2032 photo #8196  jsc2006e01523
C2033 photo #8195 clear jsc2006e01522

C2034 photo #8194  jsc2006e01521
C2035 photo #8193 clear jsc2006e01520
C2036 photo #8192 clear jsc2006e01519
C2037 photo #8191 jsc2006e01518
C2038 photo #8190 jsc2006e01517
C2039 photo #8219 clear jsc2006e01568-C2039
C2040 photo #8225 small tracks upper 

center 
jsc2006e01552

C2041 photo #8224 clear jsc2006e01551
C2042 photo #8107, 05:45 pm jsc2006e01438
C2043 photo #8113, considerable aerogel 

lost 
jsc2006e01444

C2044 photo #8117, visible track in upper 
right hand corner 

jsc2006e01448

C2045 photo #8127, bottom part has some 
aerogel missing 

jsc2006e01458

C2046 photo #8133, small impact in upper 
right hand corner 

jsc2006e01463

C2047 photo #8182 jsc2006e01509

C2048 photo #8183 jsc2006e01510

C2049 photo #8184, 6:31 pm jsc2006e01511
C2050 photo #8185 jsc2006e01512
C2051 photo #8186, large track at right hand 

edge 
jsc2006e01513

C2052 photo #8187, several small tracks in 
center 

jsc2006e01514

C2053 photo #8188, milky white jsc2006e01515
C2054 photo #8189, large track in lower 

center 
jsc2006e01516

C2055 photo #8220 clear jsc2006e01547
C2056 photo #8221 clear jsc2006e01548
C2057 photo #8222 small tracks in center jsc2006e01549
C2058 photo #8223  clear jsc2006e01550
C2059 photo #8112 jsc2006e01443
C2060 photo #8118 jsc2006e01449
C2061 photo #8126, carrot track in upper 

right corner 
jsc2006e01457

C2062 photo #8134 jsc2006e01464
C2063 photo #8181 jsc2006e01508
C2064 photo #8180, milky white jsc2006e01507
C2065 photo #8179 jsc2006e01506
C2066 photo #8178 jsc2006e01505
C2067 photo #8177, large track at left center 

edge 
jsc2006e01504

C2068 photo #8176 jsc2006e01503
C2069 photo #8175 jsc2006e01502

C2070 photo #8174 jsc2006e01501
C2071 photo #8226 clear  jsc2006e01553
C2072 photo #8227 nice carrot right center jsc2006e01554
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C2073 photo #8228  jsc2006e01555
C2074 photo #8229  jsc2006e01556
C2075 photo #8108, 05:46 pm jsc2006e01439
C2076 photo #8111, 05:46 pm jsc2006e01442
C2077 photo #8119 jsc2006e01450
C2078 photo #8125 jsc2006e01456
C2079 photo #8135 jsc2006e01465
C2080 photo #8166 jsc2006e01493
C2081 photo #8167, large track on left hand 

side 
jsc2006e01494

C2082 photo #8168, milky white jsc2006e01495
C2083 photo #8169 jsc2006e01496
C2084 photo #8170 jsc2006e01497
C2085 photo #8171 jsc2006e01498
C2086 photo #8172, big crater on upper left jsc2006e01499
C2087 photo #8173 jsc2006e01500
C2088 photo #8234 short tracks left center jsc2006e01560
C2089 photo #8233 large cavity track 

("5mm","huge","humungous") 
jsc2006e01559

C2090 photo #8232 clear jsc2006e01558
C2091 photo #8231 clear jsc2006e01557
C2092 photo #8109, 05:46 pm jsc2006e01440
C2093 photo #8110, 05:44 pm jsc2006e01441
C2094 photo #8120 jsc2006e01451
C2095 photo #8124 jsc2006e01455
C2096 photo #8136, 6:07 pm jsc2006e01466
C2098 photo #8165 jsc2006e01492
C2098 photo #8164, carrot track in lower 

center 
jsc2006e01491

C2099 photo #8163, front surface has some 
aerogel missing on the bottom 

jsc2006e01490

C2100 photo #8162 jsc2006e01489
C2101 photo #8161, large turnip in right 

center, whitish color 
jsc2006e01488

C2102 photo #8160 jsc2006e01487
C2103 photo #8159 jsc2006e01486
C2104 photo #8158, small tracks on right 

hand side 
jsc2006e01009

C2105 photo #8235 clear jsc2006e01561
C2106 photo #8236 clear jsc2006e01562
C2107 photo #8237 clear jsc2006e01563
C2108 photo #8121, corner cell jsc2006e01452
C2109 photo #8123, aerogel sticks out a 

little 
jsc2006e01454

C2110 photo #8137, front aerogel surface 
missing on lower right corner, ~22 
particle on left hand side 

jsc2006e01008

C2111 photo #8150 jsc2006e01478
C2112 photo #8151 jsc2006e01479
C2113 photo #8152 jsc2006e01480
C2114 photo #8153, big hedgehog in upper 

left, small tracks in lower right 
jsc2006e01481

C2115 photo #8154 jsc2006e01482
C2116 photo #8155 jsc2006e01483

C2117 photo #8156 jsc2006e01484
C2118 photo #8157 jsc2006e01485
C2119 photo #8239 small surface features 

dead center 
jsc2006e01565

C2120 photo #8238 clear jsc2006e01564
C2122 photo #8139 jsc2006e01467
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C2123 photo #8140 jsc2006e01468
C2124 photo #8141 jsc2006e01469
C2125 photo #8142 jsc2006e01470
C2126 photo #8143, nice carrot track in 

upper right 
jsc2006e01471

C2127 photo #8144-8145 jsc2006e01472, 
jsc2006e01473

C2128 photo #8146 jsc2006e01474
C2129 photo #8240 jsc2006e01566
C2130 photo #8149 jsc2006e01477
C2131 photo #8148 jsc2006e01476
C2132 Photo #8147 jsc2006e01475 

 

Click here to return to the Stardust Catalog Table of Contents 


